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From Cllr David Simmonds, Chairman of the  
LGA Children and Young People Board 
 

Carolyn Wilkins 
Oldham MBC 
Level 3, Civic Centre 
West Street 
Oldham 
OL1 1UG 
 
 
18/07/2014 
 
 
Dear Carolyn, 

 
Thank you for your letter of 16 June 2014 to which Sir Merrick has asked me to reply as Chairman 
of the LGA’s Children and Young People Board.    
 
We welcome the opportunity to support your campaign to increase the support available to this 
vulnerable group of young people by extending the eligibility for support under the pupil premium 
to young carers.  We understand that many young carers should already be eligible for support if 
they are currently eligible for free school meals or have been eligible in the past 6 years.  
Nevertheless extending eligibility would help to ensure that all young carers receive this support.  
It would also reinforce the importance of improving the attainment of this vulnerable group of 
children and young people who may be at risk of underachieving and not fulfil their potential 
because of their particular family circumstances.  
 
Many schools of course do use their broad knowledge of pupils and their families to identify 
issues that impact on their capacity to engage with their learning.  But additional funding would 
enable schools to offer tailored support and pastoral care to young carers as well as raising pupil 
attainment.   
 
For this to work effectively further consideration would need to be given to avoiding an overly 
complicated process for defining young carers, perhaps linked to the young carer assessment 
provisions in the Children and Families Act.  It would also need to take into account concerns 
around possible reluctance among young carers to identify themselves as such.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 


